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14 October 1859

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, new members were received including William and Peter Moerdyk. [Apparently
they were students in the academy at this time; they became key leaders in the RCA during their
ministry.] It was reported that the new well would cost $28.50. It was ordered that the sermon
preached by the pastor at the classical meeting in Grand Rapids be printed and 175 copies ordered
for the congregation.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 106-107.
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to see whether $200.00 could be obtained from them. The remaining $600.00 would be
raised by an assessment on the congregation. A minority had grave objections to this
decision, especially because the greater part of the congregation is not only well disposed
but also backs this up with deeds. This is particularly true for those who live in the
village. In addition, to request monies from the board will bring about quite a bit of
unpleasantness. It was finally decided that at the next congregational meeting this subject
will be on the agenda and, in the future, there will be a more orderly and regulated
decision in this matter.
ARTICLE 6— Brothers Labots and Keppel were appointed, on behalf of the consistory,
to request the Rev, van der Wall to preach next Sunday one time, due to the absence of
our pastor.
The meeting was closed by Brother Hekhuis.

B. H. Ploeg
G. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of October 14, 1859
Absent: Brothers Ploeg, Labots, and te Roller. The last two named entered the meeting
later.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — Present at the meeting were A. van der Veen and E. 0. Baeler. They
desire, by way of profession of faith, to be received as members of the congregation.
After an examination, they were both accepted by a majority vote.
ARTICLE 2 — Membership transfers were received for Willem and Pieter Moerdijk from
Kalamazoo, dated October 10, 1859; also for Koo Brand from Muskegon, dated October
1, 1859.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the two previous meetings were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The committee, appointed to place a water well near the church, at the
request of the Ladies' Society, made a report that they have assigned this task to
Volmarie in the sum of $28.50. Payment will be made at the latest in January, or, in case
of need, later. Interest will be included if the payment is made later.
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ARTICLE 5 — Complaints by A. Fennema and P. Zalsman and Co. were presented by
Brother te Roller. The matter concerns a written I.O.U., and their unhappiness with its
formulation concerning repayment. After having discussed this complaint, it was decided
to meet again on Wednesday evening and to request the alleged victims to be present in
order to give and receive necessary information. This meeting will take place at the
workplace of Brother te Roller at 7 o'clock.
ARTICLE 6 — The committee for Janus Vriese gives its report by Brother Broek. He
indicates that Veeneklaasen had said that he would pay the money in question to Janus.
ARTICLE 7 — A discussion followed concerning ordering printing of a sermon preached
at the classical meeting in Grand Rapids by Rev. A. C. van Raalte. It was decided to
obtain 175 copies for the congregation and to distribute them to all of the households and,
for those totally unable to pay, to give it free. Because of the pressure of time, the
meeting was closed by Brother Labots.

G. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of October 19, 1859
Absent: Brother Hekhuis.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — P. Zalsman and A. Fennema appeared upon invitation and complained
about the I.O.U. which had been given. Zalsman complained about the fact that the
consistory has not dealt properly with them, and he desires an I.O.U. which is current,
promising repayment. Fennema also desires this.
The president and some of the brethren describe the development of the situation and
point out to them the apparent loveless direction in which they are going. It seems as if
they have an evil relationship to the congregation of the Lord, rejecting rather than
seeking peace. Fennema, hereupon, acknowledged his guilt and declared that he had not
known what the situation actually was. This had led him to be suspicious of the
consistory. Zalsman, however, maintained his position and desired that his request be
granted. Finally, the president declared that the consistory only functions as an
administrator and should never grant the requested I.O.U. He adds that if they wish to
have another note of indebtedness, they should write it out themselves, and, if this does
not

